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Ac veluti magnoin populo cum fepe coorta eft 
Seditro, feevitq, animis tgnobile vulgus, 

Famg; faces F faxa volant, furor arma miniftrat : 
Tum pietate gravem ac merits fi forte virum quem 


Confpexere, fileat, arrecti fg, auribus adftant. 
Tle vegit dittys animos, &F pectora mulcet. . Virg. 





Fripvay, November 27. 1713. 





T is almoft impoffible for a Manto go out of 
the common Road of Life, or to appear in 
the World with any Singularity, without 
incurring a thoufand Cenfures. A new Suit 

* Cloaths made out of the Fafhion, tho’ ever fo 
mvenient, fhall expofe the Perfon that wears it, 
be follow’d thro’ the Streets fora Madman. I 
member, when I was newly return’d from my 
ravels, L had my Lodgings fearch’d, and was in 
ie Cuftody of a Meflenger for two Days 5 the Oc- 
fion of it was, that fome honetft Citizens at a 
offee-houfe, which I frequented, cou’d not dif- 
ver my Name, or Emp oyment, but took No- 
ve, that Ioften call’d for Pen Ink and Paper, and 

ina Back-Room by my felf, writing 5 at other 
imes, I have been fufpected for a Popifh ?rieft, 
tly becaufe I wore a blick Wig, had a thought- 
| Look, and could fpeak Latm. 


Since our {ettling in our new-form’d Society, it 
not to be imagin'd what a Number of Reports 
ve been rais’d concerning us. Whether our 
inter, who ofren attended us for about a Week 
fore the publifhing of thefe Papers, had been 
der Examination, and unwarily difcover’'d the 
ice of our Refidence, or by whatever Means we 
re firft traced out, it is certain that the Name 
the Lay-Monaft ry has been for fome Time fpread 
‘oad in the Neichbourhood, and has occafion’d 
tumerable Speculations. 


The Houfe in which we live has nothing in 
remarkable, excepting that it 1s faid to have 


been formerly the Seat of a Prior. But it is 
ufual now for Gentlemen, as they are riding by in 
Company, to ftop, and point up to it, as if in that 
Place there were fomething extraordinary. The 
People that bring Provifions from the neighbour- 
ing Markets ask a thoufand odd Queftions of our 
Servants: We never pafs in nor out, but we find 
Spies at every Corner of the Houfe ; and Sir. Ev- 
srace has over-heard them faying foftly to one 
another, ashe walk’d under the Trees before his 
Door ----- There goes the Lay-Monk. 


Some of our zealous but ignorant Neighbours 
are afraid that we are Plotters againft the Go- 
vernment, and that we have taken a whimfical 
Name, to conceal fome dark Defign: Others have 
heard, that we have a Chymi/t among us, and give 
it out, that the Houfe is turn’d into an Elaborato- 
ry, and that we are employ’d in a Projeét for dif- 
covering the Philofopher’s Stone ; a Juftice of 
the Peace, within half a Mile of us, goes deeper, 
and has found out that we are a Knot of Yefuits 5 
who, he believes, a& by Commiffion from the 
Pope, and are fettling a Plan for the recovering of 
the Abby-Lands: But others, who have feen feveral 
Hampers of Wine brought into the Houfe, report, 
with more Charity, That we area Set of jolly 
Fellows, and good Companions, come hither on 
Purpofe to keep our Chrjimas ; only they perceive 
we intend to begin it a Month fooner than the reft 
ofthe Parifh, and are refoly’d to live as well as if 
we were Mowks indeed. 


Thefe 











Thefe various Gueffes and Sufpicions had for 
fome Time afforded much Diverfion to the Society, 
till Nep Freeman returning Home from one of 
his Morning Rambles, the very Day that our firft 
Paper was publifh’d, call'd out haitily for Sir Eu- 
srAce3 and upon our asking what was the Matter, 
told us, We were all blown up. You have made a fine 
Hand on’t, fays he, with your Lay-Convent! PyY- 
THAGOREAN, yeu muft get ready for another 
Tran{migration : In faort, we muft all turn ont 5 jor I 
can tell you, our Hive will be fmoakd. He concluded 
his Raillery, with informing us that the next Day 
was Queen Elizabetl’s Birth-Day, and that we were 
to expecta Vilit from the Mob. 


Nep’s Intelligence carry fo much Probability 
in it, that it was by no Means to be defpis’d. We 
therefore took the Alarm, and confider’d in what 
Manner we should prepare to withftand the Af- 
fault. ‘There was no Time to be loft: I immedi- 
ately propos’d that we fhould provide a Pope and 
a Bonfire, as the moft likely Means to fecure us in 
this Extremity; as Travellers light Fires in a 
Wood, when they are afraid of being fet upon by 
wild Keaits. This wasagreed to. We difpatch’d 
a Servant in all Hafte to Town to procure fome 
Part of the Equipage 5 and Nep Freeman’s 
Wardrobe being fearch’d, furnifh’d us very com- 
modioufly with a rich Mafquerading Habit, which 
made up the reft, and which we thought cou’d 
not be employ’d on a better Occafion, 


The next Day our Proteftant Friends came fome- 
what earlicr than we expe&ted. ‘The Houfe was 
now befet, and Stones began to fly in at the Win- 
dows, when Sir AgtHuR WIMBLETON {flippin 
out at the Back-Door of the Garden, inivepled 
with the Croud, and taking their Leader by the 
Hand, faid, he had an honeft Countenance, and 
his Zeal was good ; but do you confider, fays he, 
what you are doing 2? The Fellow was going to 
return a rough Anfwer, when Sir ARruurR bego’d 
their Silence fora Moment. ‘There is an obliging 
Condefcenfion in this Gentleman’s Manner of 
Speaking, which feldem fails to gain him Attention. 
My good Friends, {aid he, let me tell you a fooli/o Story of 
my [elf. When Thad the Honour to lead a Troop of Horfe 
to joi the Prince of Orange at his Landing, (tho’ by 
the way the Knight was not then in England) as 
we were marching to Exeter, we were overtaken by an- 
other Party of Horfe on the Road 5 we were fo full of 
Courage, and fo hearty in the Caufe, that without asking 
who they were, we immediately fird upon "em. 3 but 
upon Enquiry we found they wore Friends, and that they 
were go'ng upon the fume Defign withus. Sir ARTHUR 
ended his Speech, by telling them frankly, that 
he was one of our Society, and that we were all 
good Church-men, and in the Intereft of the Pro- 
teftant Succeffion; that Mr. FREEMAN, one of our 
Number, was a Member of the Hanover-Club ; 
that himfelf had narrowly efcap’d the Inquifition in 


italy, for telling unlucky Stories of their Priefts 4 
and that, to {um up all in a Word, we had provi- 
ded a Pope, and a Barrel of good Liquor to make 
them welcome, and to conclude the Solemnity of 
the Day. The Nameof the Lay-Monafiery was {till 
a Difficulty with them ; but Sir AnrHur got over 
that as well as he cou’d, by referring them to a 
Paflage in the Book of Martyrs 5 he had forgot the 
Page, but fuppos’d they had all read it in the 
Parifh-Church, and they might depend upon it, 
the Word Lay-Monaftery had a very innocent Mean. 
ing, and fignify’d in Reality no Monaftery at all. 


The Tumult was now pretty wellabated, when 
to perform what Sir Anruur had {tipulated for 
us, we produc’d our Pope and our Barrel of Ale. 
This foen brought us to a right Underftanding, 
A Bonfire was immediately rais’d and lighted be- 
fore the Lay-Convent 5 and, in fhort, every Thing 
concluded peaceably, and to our mutual Satis- 


faction. 


The next Day the Society came to the following 
Refolutions. 


Order’d, 

That the Thanks of this Fraternity be given to Sit 
Artuur WIMBLETON for his prudent Condufl, by 
which he has fav'd the Lay-Monattery fiom bemg 
plunder'd. 


That every Member of the Society do immediately re» 
pair to the Fuftice of the Peace, who was pleafed to reo 
fret upon us, and before him take th Oaths of Abjura- 
tion, and of Allegiance and Supremacy. 


That the further Part of the old Garden-Wall, on 
which, to the Road-fide, there is the Form of a Crofsin 
Blue Brick, be taken down, and rebuilt without any fuch 
Figure. 


And, That the Fraternity confider, at their next 
Sitting, of inviting fome Perfon of fufficient Merit, 
Years and Authority, to be Vifitor to the Lay-Convent. 


This Paper will come out every Monday, Wednefday 
and¥'viday, and may be had at Mr. Harrifon’s by the 
Royal Exchange ; Mrs. Dodd’s avd Mrs. Boulter’s 
without 'Temple-Bar 5 azd Mrs. Bond’s at Charing- 
Crofs. 

ADPFERATISZEZMEN FT. 

~ PETER BARTLETT, removed from Good- 
man’s Fields, to the Golden Ball near St. Paul’s School, 
in St. Paul’s Church-Yard 5 whofe Steel, Spring and 
Jointed Trusses are very effeCtua! in the Cure of 
Ruprures; being very eafy and nicely adapted, 
according to the Anatomical Defcription of thofe 
Parts of the Body liable to fuch Accidents. 

His Mother, who lives at the Golden Rall neat 
the Three Crowns within Aldgate, is fuccefsful in the 


Bufinefs,fto her own Sex. 
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